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‘IF THIS BE T

HE proud and picturesque, historie and

hospitable little community of .(‘ha rles-
should be set aside as a
gqve‘rnm!nt reservation by way of
uture generations that the 0Old,

.f furny existed outside the novels «F
1"..ur|;s:*;515°“ Page—was ns?irmin dawn ¢on

morning of Saturday, April 22,

shutters were swung out; and

mwn—-wh ich

Aol

T
<out

.
i g“::ltred brick walls to adw’ the
s ak;uthz sun, just beginning ts glow
..._\.t\.::i: ;sze-enshrouuinﬂ Blue Ridge, moun-

jl—-: éva miles to the cast, and fog a few
ts the bedroom occupants stood beside
-..om@pl;d windows, the better to. dispel the
Lfa:'os of sleep through inhalatdons of the
.wey tonic freshness of the surrounding
Z.mandoah Valley. Shortly thcreafter they
.un stepping from the wida, white-pillared
.lanial porches to the sidewalks.

111 were bound for the sauve destination, the
simore & Qhie Railroad station. Arriving

hey grouped them&elves in pairs, tries

pTE

(| quartets, and began adiscussion of the reu-
i for their early rendpzvous.

karlestown was to hecome famous apain,
- gathered from hits of conversation ex-
‘_:::_z-ed. It was sixtw-three years ago that
W country first learmed all about Charles-
own, they tald one amother—when ald John

rown was marched im from Harper's Ferry,

git miles away, tried in the Jefferson County

‘thouse.” and then taken over to Ualone!

15 place and hanged, Strange, waen't i

‘t these miners; on theip way to Cherles
= from the coal fields in the southern p

the state, were being brausht hefore the

justice on the same chiarge for which
in Brown was tried—sthat of treason? And
the same “co'thayse,” too,

art

ol

with its massive
‘reen tower flung high and heavily above four
“eat two-story stone cﬂ?unmé, still remaining,
" far the most imposing edifice of the town.
Vas it really so that the miners committed
-reason when ‘they marched on Logan and
Alingo counties, that they were attacking the
zovernment and the sovereignty of the State
f West Virginia? That seemed a little difli-
tult to belfeve, with g4 many of the miners de-
cended from the good old pianeer .Ari‘;eriua“
‘tock which helped settle

the state—"just like
vera did, though perhaps they weren't r';'uitc 50
listinguished, George Washington having laid
ut  Charlestown, and hiz  brothers seing
imong its flvst citizens and the ancestors of
any of vs.” But it was a pretty hard life
fim yonder in the coal mining districts, and
% might have made some of the miners kind
of hard themsalves, Would they be likely to
get into glooting scrapes,
trouble which would hurt
Charlestown, Well, they
way, and would he visir
lown wonld do its best
fome, Why did the Bzl

that article saying the miners would have to
sleep in tents during their stay? That was a
teflection on the hospitality of ¢
subseriptions Were being cance
the papers possibl
that? Why,
e or more
hotels wers §

or cause other
the good name of
were coming, any-
n's; therefore, Charles-
to make them feel at
Umore papers publish

harlestown;
led; how could
¥ get things all twisted like
€very one had apgreed to put up
of the vigitors Boon’s the two
; lled, and there wasn't anybody
80Ing to sleep in 5 tent, even if they had to
Put beds in the churches. No, syh!

The clarion barytones of a locomotive whis-
and a moment later

» Most of themy tall, thin,
1uejgra:3' Leves holding that quick, pene-
. nquisitive glance which is ever a
your trye mountaineer, Though it
Tent that 5 majority were endeavor-

painfully so.
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fow hag possessed the {omcepify 1,
ting into “h'iled shipts"
These, for the most

denim—with a liber

Livave ot
and stavehod collos
part, were veplaced by
al sprinkling of khalii qd
o, (" ahservahle,

Ta every left coat lapol
had been pinned a small pink hadee, on whiel
appeared  the mseription “United  Mino

Tavliore £ 5 o
Waorkers  of Amevieg- Deéfendant.” Inter

spersed among the Niners wepro WOVl Wiy
el ~. :

&N, each come along determinedly to seq tha

“her man® was ool

Some held bahes in th

o et

square denl,

eir arms or had el
dren of slightly more advanced age olineine
tightly to their skivte,
There were some twe hundred of the wiijers
So far as 1he residents of Cliglestns noeoold
discern, there were 110 machie gune, piftos

ather accessories of warfare obisvpvili] Iy

fact, the only weapon o he

MR A

men—painted in erimson ealors as muridane
conspirators and traitors hy the coal

and their official allies of {1

presedilion

A very small poprun in {he Mande
equally small hoy, wha
mother that

cried  louls

it was broken and wotilin '
1Y more,

standingz  on (he  platform anid

closely together, thie neweomers oferod o

John Brouwn, whose
pict to free the

siaves by force of
negro insurrection,
ied to his death o
the gallows after
thirteen of his band
had been shot by
Federal troops in
seige at Harper's
Ferry

The magic letter irn American treason
Burr, then Brown, and now Bi!

teresting study in psycholopy., Beeatso of 11
copious propaganda they had heen

res e "

the citizens of Charlestown had exnect

be met by scowls, frowns and other fau
cations of hostile feeling. Instead they found
their inspection returned by one in which
somewhat bewildered and almpst ehilidish el
osity was the chief expression manifested, This
wag alloyed, however, by an alert and susuyi
cious apprehension, which grew uore
nounced when the leaders of the Charlestown
delegation stepped forward and becan adid e
ing the visrors.

Tha speaker =aid some nice things, that th
miners were most weleome in  Charlestown,
that they must make themselves right at Lo
during their stay, that a number of preparas
tions had been made to make their visit a
pleasant one, but that if these proved inauifli-
cient they must not hesitate to tell the citi-
zens' committee, and so on. The head of the
Charlestown women's club had preparved an-
other pleasing little speech. But it was never
delivered.

Scarcely waiting for the first speaker to
conclude, and with no sign of applaus, the
miners broke in a body from the platform and
made off as rapidly as they could toward the
one place they knew about in Charlestown,
the place they had been ordered to go to imme-
diately on their arrival—the Palm Hotel in
Washington Street, chosen for them by their
leaders as the *“defense headquarters)” Get-
ting there with sighs of relief, they gat down
to debate at length the profound mystery of

+hi nmanal and wrhar tha whala tawn had taenad

v": 4ﬁ f,"; it -‘ i § by 1
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Vith an Amazing Mixture of Chain Ga
it ** Dlye 1 ot . .

4. Plus the Recurring Question, Who Owns This State?

Sy GILMAN PARKER

i,

crars,

Canspirators and Traitors,” Bill Blizzard, of
1, at the bat.

Hospitable incident to a trea-

i the days of Aaron Burr and John Braron

art of the coal
A dark, deep-
miners in a bad

Oiliers among
com-
its citizens
+ on us. A still
firzer it out nohow,
Jlka lika 112" Thav

e possessed. a

and that

ngs, Baseball,

do," ho said ina voice filled with exeitement,
‘to he pice to us!!?

Bive minutes later the miners were holding
mecting in front of the Palm Hotel,
thejr aoratory anent the
Charlestoan and adopting resolu-

wevery one from the Mayor down

gwving vont Lo best
:.’] iog nf

to the t hoothlack,

Such svas the avrival of the miners in
Chaplistaw,

Next morning, at about the same tine, the

commitiee again went to the rail-
stulion, on this gecasion to welcome the
eutor's Special,” paid for, it was openly

il later, by the money of the coal opera-
But at this time Charlestewn had not
taleen any ¢ in the matter; it had an open

mind, and it was prepared to greet all those
interestad impartially

The train pulled in and much the same
20N 0

[ the previous morning was enacted as

] engers. Mozt of these,
hundred, were witnessps
ecution, many of them much like

1G5 pras

suvernl

a8 to type, but generally better
i I, Heatteved among them was a lib-
wal ndnvizture of men wearing deputy sher-
f's  badees, priva detectives and  mine
el One smaller zroup was composed of
neatly attived men of the sort one zees every
day in Wall Streef—the coal operators and
the eounszel for the state.
Most of the puassengers of the “Prosecu-

for's SEneeial’ were armed, it was rvevealed,

his project to de-
tach from the
young American
government the
territory west of
the Alleghanies

separate state

welcome, they all agreed, and the harder they
tried to solve it the deeper the mystery prew,
Finally, in a momentary silence broken imfly
by the sound of eut plug in process of masti-
cation, a lanky, rangy mountaineer-miner
leaped to his feet. ‘
“Reckon Ah've got it,”” he announced tri-
umphantly. .
Fverv eve was on him for an explanation.

Jeiterson Com

far

Pl 3 - . -
ty Court, West Virginia, scene of the
misters’ treason trial, and of John Brown's

e ol Lheim with two pistols apiece, and byy
zal permission of the state, They dis-
played wone of the wonderment shown by the
on theit first plimpse of their new
oundings, but merely a perfunclory inter-
st Their attitude was one of self-assurance,
even holdness,

The citizens' committee pressed forward,
ready o present, its address—then halted,
awchast and indipnant.  For descending from

nne of

thie co:

fies to the platform there ap-
od nine shabbily-clad men, miner-defend-
5 who had been unable to furnish bail after
wing talen into eustody following the return
in the counties of the indictments
i All but the ninth prisoner were
handenlTed two Ly two, and a long c¢hain, of
the sort used for holding bloodhounds in leash,
linked all the sets of handeuffs together,

Two of the prisoners thus handeuffed in pair
wore a white man and a negro. Another pair
was composed of a man eclaiming to be an
ined Baptist preacher and his son. Walk-
ing behind the prisoners, and holding the
nether end of the chain, was an armed deputy
sheriff. Appearing directly before the dumb-
founded committee members with his charges,
the deputy marched them on into the street
near by and thence to the Jefferson Coun-
ty Jjail.

The operators and the sovereignty of the
inte ol West Virginia had arrived in Charles-
town.

\
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* * * .

The writer has exhausted considerable of
the space allotted to him for this article in
presenting the foregoing incidents of the
Charlestown trials because, as a newspaper-
man sent there to report the proceedings un-tll
they were well under way, they appeal to him
more than anything else that_ha say or_hga.rd

Aaron Burr, against
whom a charge of
treason grew out of

and there found a

OST OF IT”

mentally with West Virginia,

When the miner of the Palm Hotel an-
nounced the discovery that there actually wera
in existence some people who wanted to “be
nice” to him and his fellows, he disclosed far
more than volumes of heated diatribe could
have done, and with a wealth of pathos over-
shadowing the humor of his comment, that ths
miners of West Virginia are not accustomed to
receiving treatment involving niceties in the
coalpit regions of the state.

And when the coal operators and their hand-
picked counsel technically representing the
People of West Virginia made their first ap-
praranee in such a community as Charles-
town—which chevishes its Old South tradi-
tiong as second only to its reverence for the
old-fashioned gospel—danpling before them a
white Baptist preacher and a negro at the end
of a dog chain, they disclosed far more than
additional volumes could have done, not only
an aimost incredible stupidity and lack of per-
ception, but also something of what is meant
by the charge of the miners that the mine
owners are maintaining a privately owned gov-
ernment in West Virginia,

The writer went to Charlestown with ne
prejudices, determined to inquire fairly and
impartially into the charge and the evidence
backing it, that the miners in their now his-
torie “Mareh on Logan andings” committed
treason against the State of West Virginia—
that they plotted the overturn of the sover-
etgnly of the stale, at least in the counties
where the march and the “Batile of Blair
Mountain occurred, and that with this in
mind thew levied war against the state and
ita’ people. He left Charlestown nine days
later, completely convinced that not only was
the “March on Logan and Mingo” not directed

against the sovereignty of the state, but that
it actually was on behalf of it—to get the
state 1o try the experiment of going into the
sovereignly husiness on its own hook and
compete a bit with the super-sovereignty es-
tablished by the coal operators.

Before going into the evidence and under-
lving causes it might be well to present threa
incidents veflecting the trend of public opls-
won in Charlestown on the subject, inasmuch
as it is a thoroughly American community and
has formed its views from first-hand informa-
tion.

A week after the arrival of the miners, on
the following Saturday morning, the town's
“best people” crowded into the faded old rose
courtroom as a sort of social event, their at-
tendance made possible for the first tima by
a ruling excluding the hundreds of defendants
and witnesses until needed individually. They
heard the chief witness of the day, a union
miner turned state’s evidence, declare that he
had led one of the divisions of the miners on
the march, and that the chief object of the
latter had been “to kill Sheriff Don Chafin of
Logan County and his deputies, in ordey {o
liberate the union men jailed in Logan and
Mingo and then unionize the two counties.”
They heard the same witness, under cross-ex-
amination a little later, admit that he had
spent thirty-one days in jail a few weeks
after the march on a charge of having of-
tained $600 from several of the union locals
on a pretext of relieving destitution among
miners’ families. They heard the prosecution
attorneys denounce the miner defendants in
fiery oratory as “murderers, conspirators and
traitors,”” particularly William Blizzard, the
youthful president of a union sub-district, who
was the first defendant placed on trial, and
who possesses far more of the appearance of
a half-back on a university football team than
that of an official of a coal miners’ organiza-
tion.

Three hours later the same distinguished
residents of Charlestown sat about a baseball
diamond on the outskirts of the town and
cheered with true Polo Grounds enthusiasm
as a team composed of Mr. Blizzard and eight
of his fellow “murderers, conspirators sod
traitors’” defeated the nome team—in a game
for the benefit of the local hospital—by the
score of 7 to 8.

The second episode illustrative of Charles~
town conclusions occurred at the end of the
following week, when the citizens got up a
community entertainment. All the defend-
ants attended, by invitation, but the presenca
of the prosecution’s witnesses was not re-
quested.




